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Hello…
Welcome to our monthly newsletter.
Our aim is to share regular local and
national information for families in the City.

If you would like to find out anything
further about any of the items, or would
like more advice or information, please
contact the Family Information Service.

Email: EEYService@cityoflondon.gov.uk

 

Many early years settings across the City are
introducing Verbo as part of their everyday
practice to strengthen the support they
provide for children's speech, language and
communication development.
Settings are encouraged to begin by: 

screening a small number of children
share learning and training with
colleagues
make use of the Watch, Wait,
Communicate training resources and
work closely with parents and carers
throughout the process.

Verbo supports setting to identify and
respond to children's communication needs
at the earliest opportunity, before specialist
intervention is required. Watch our podcast
to find out more!

Introducing VERBO 

Check out the ‘skills for starting school on the
CBeebies Parenting website for free, expert
advice and activity ideas to grow children’s
independence and support their
development. Find help with everything from
introducing the potty and toilet
independence, taking turns and sharing, to
helping with shyness around starting school
and managing separation anxiety.
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-
people/topics/cr4rez0de6vt

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=noaMFmLnw0U
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What's on and about in the City

You will also find interesting events for adults!

Pictured: Chai Chakradeo, team support officer
at the City of London. Chai attended “Blessed
Are the Cheesemakers”, a talk by international
cheese judge John Pearson at Shoe Lane Library
in August.

The City of London activities timetables are
available online. It includes information about
regular, mostly free events for families at City of
London libraries and other locations across the
Square Mile. Download 0–5 timetable:
https://www.fis.cityoflondon.gov.uk/asset-
library/city-of-london-timetable-0-5-years-sept-
dec-2026.pdf
Download 5+ timetable:
https://www.fis.cityoflondon.gov.uk/asset-
library/city-of-london-timetable-5-years-sept-
dec-2026.pdf
If you have any questions, please contact
eeyservice@cityoflondon.gov.uk

For information about additional events, please
see the What's On section of this website:
What's On - City of London Family Information
Service
https://www.fis.cityoflondon.gov.uk/whats-on
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 Family Fun Day Promotes Reading 
and School Readiness

As part of the Summer Reading Challenge,
Barbican and Community Libraries hosted a
successful Family Fun Day, bringing together
families and local organisations to promote
reading, communication, language
development and school readiness.
The Family Information Service and Early Years
Team, led by Paul Ricketts, Family Information
Officer, and Verity Welch, Early Years Advisor,
hosted an engagement stall offering information,
advice and practical resources for families.

A wide range of materials were shared, including
communication and language resources,
speech and language development
information, potty training guides,healthy recipe
leaflets,
Best Start Family Hub information and school
transition bags.

The transition bags were particularly popular,
providing families with books and activities to
help children prepare for starting school. Parents
described the bags as useful, practical and a
valuable way to support conversations about
school. Many families expressed enthusiasm
about borrowing the bags through local library
displays.

Coltale communication resources were also well
received, helping families learn more about
supporting children's speech, language and
communication development at home. Families
showed particular interest in the Coltale Top Tips
resources and communication leaflets.

The event highlighted the importance of
promoting local support services. Many families
were unfamiliar with the Family Hub Network,
demonstrating the need for continued
awareness-raising within community settings.

Overall, the Family Fun Day successfully
promoted reading, school readiness and early
language development, while increasing
awareness of local services and gathering
valuable feedback from families. The event
demonstrated the benefits of partnership
working and the positive impact of combining
reading promotion with wider family support and
early years information.

Pictured: Claire Doolan, Sona Kalenderian,
Sarah Townsend, Paul Ricketts and Verity Welch



SEND Training for Parents (Ages 0–5)

Advice and strategies for parent carers
to help children recognise and manage
anxiety. We all feel anxious at times, but
anxiety can be difficult for children to
understand and manage.

This online workshop will cover:
What anxiety is and how it may make
your child feel
The causes, signs, and different types
of anxiety
Strategies to help your child
recognise and manage their anxiety

There will also be time for questions,
discussion, and signposting to further
sources of advice and support.
Sign up below to reserve your spot on the
training.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brighter-
beginnings-understanding-managing-
anxiety-age-0-5-england-tickets-
1996221029837?
mc_cid=982b79e884&mc_eid=e74b8fd000

Find out what educational support is
available in Early Years settings for children
aged 0–5 with additional needs in England.
Securing the right educational support in the
early years can be complex, particularly
when a child has additional needs.
This online workshop will cover:

What special educational needs (SEN)
are
How SEN support works in the early years
The key laws and policies affecting early
education
What an Education, Health and Care
(EHC) plan is
The process for requesting or reviewing
an EHC plan
How to challenge decisions about
educational support.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brighter-
beginnings-early-years-educational-support-
for-children-with-send-tickets-
1996216603598?
mc_cid=982b79e884&mc_eid=b6c6821087

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brighter-beginnings-understanding-managing-anxiety-age-0-5-england-tickets-1996221029837?mc_cid=982b79e884&mc_eid=e74b8fd000
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brighter-beginnings-understanding-managing-anxiety-age-0-5-england-tickets-1996221029837?mc_cid=982b79e884&mc_eid=e74b8fd000
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brighter-beginnings-understanding-managing-anxiety-age-0-5-england-tickets-1996221029837?mc_cid=982b79e884&mc_eid=e74b8fd000
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brighter-beginnings-understanding-managing-anxiety-age-0-5-england-tickets-1996221029837?mc_cid=982b79e884&mc_eid=e74b8fd000
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brighter-beginnings-understanding-managing-anxiety-age-0-5-england-tickets-1996221029837?mc_cid=982b79e884&mc_eid=e74b8fd000
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brighter-beginnings-early-years-educational-support-for-children-with-send-tickets-1996216603598?mc_cid=982b79e884&mc_eid=b6c6821087
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brighter-beginnings-early-years-educational-support-for-children-with-send-tickets-1996216603598?mc_cid=982b79e884&mc_eid=b6c6821087
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brighter-beginnings-early-years-educational-support-for-children-with-send-tickets-1996216603598?mc_cid=982b79e884&mc_eid=b6c6821087
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brighter-beginnings-early-years-educational-support-for-children-with-send-tickets-1996216603598?mc_cid=982b79e884&mc_eid=b6c6821087
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brighter-beginnings-early-years-educational-support-for-children-with-send-tickets-1996216603598?mc_cid=982b79e884&mc_eid=b6c6821087


If you would like to find out anything further on any items or you would like more advice or information, 
please contact the City of London Family Information Service. 

020 7332 1002 | EEYService@cityoflondon.gov.uk | www.fis.cityoflondon.gov.uk 

Top Tips for Saving Water

 
Water is precious!
To protect it, we all need to use less.
Our shifting climate and growing
demand are already making water
supplies less predictable for people
and nature. But we can change
things. People, businesses and the
water industry - when we work
together, it all adds up. Find out more
here.

https://letssavewater.com
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